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Qe Narek

Major Richard Perkins, The Mill House, Lastingham, North Yorkshire

I have corresponded with a number of your predecessors about my above constituent over a number of years and I am
writing to you now in the hope that we can at long last obtain justice for Major Perkins in his dispute with the MoD over
the wrongful deduction of tax from his pension.

One of Major Perkins supporters has helpfully drawn my attention to certain of the Government Accounting Rules which
appear to be directly pertinent to this matter and I take the liberty of enclosing a copy of his extract from the rules and, to
assist, I have indicated in some of the following paragraphs the Rule that appears to be directly relevant.

I'wrote to Ivor Caplin on 22 March 2005, which has never received a proper response, (Government Accounting 18.1.3 - reply
to reasonable questions) setting out the background to the case and raising a number of questions about the way Major Perkins'
pension has been handled by the MoD, none of which have been satisfactorily answered. A copy of the letter is attached for
your reference. As you will see when Major Perkins was medically discharged from service in 1959 his records showed that
this was not attributable to service. He neither knew this nor understood the implications of what had been erroneously placed
on his record. In 2001, the Pensions Appeal Tribunal (PAT) found in Major Perkins' favour and ruled that his discharge was
attributable.

Subsequently the MoD accepted that finding and the consequence that Major Perkins' pension had been wrongly taxed since
1959. A refund of all tax, plus interest, was paid to him. However the MoD continues to insist that no error was made in taxing
his pension in 1959 because his records showed that his discharge was not attributable. All those pensioners, whose record
showed that they were discharged on medical grounds and were wrongly taxed, have received compensation.

[Government Accounting 18.7.19 - financial suffering from delay and Government Accounting 18.7.6 - being equitable]

However the PAT ruling meant that the MoD was wrong to record that Major Perkins' discharge was not attributable. It was
attributable, and it should have been obvious to the MoD that it was attributable because the facts were clear at the time.
Major Perkins was medically discharged from the Army whilst serving in Malaysia in circumstances which destroyed both
his promising military career and his marriage, resulting in a major depressive episode, and entirely due to service.

As you know, the MoD erroneously taxed the pensions of a number of retired officers who were discharged on medical grounds.
All those who were wrongly taxed have been compensated under Project Haven. Major Perkins is being denied the same
compensation simply because his record wrongly showed that his discharge was not attributable, and therefore, it is in my view,
wrongly argued that the MoD was not wrong in taxing his pension. (Government Accounting 18.7.6 - consistency and being fair).






