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Thank you for your letter of 24 April to my-predecessor, Don Touhig enclosing the
DVD made by your ex-Service colleagues at Tyrwhitt House.

Firstly, | would like to take this opportunity to express the Government's
appreciation for the energy and care with which the many ex-Service organisations and
charities, such as Combat Stress, look after the interests of those ex-Servicemen and
women whose welfare requirements are particularly acute. We are very conscious of
the tireless and highly professional way organisations, such as Combat Stress, assist
our veterans and know how greatly their efforts are valued by both by the present and
past Service community. '

| can assure you that the Ministry of Defence does recognise Post Traumatic
Stress Disorder as a serious and disabling condition, and that a great deal is being done
to prevent PTSD and other stress-related disorders among Service personnel and to
identify and provide appropriate treatment for personnel experiencing mental health
problems. As well as extensive education and training in service to prevent problems
and help people cope with challenging psychological stressors on deployments and
elsewhere, Defence Medical Services has recently introduced new mental health
arrangements for serving personnel. This is based on the General Practitioner and
community mental health providers. In the rare circumstance where inpatient treatment
is required, quality assured services are provided under contract by private providers.

Recent evidence suggests that 1.5 per cent of the total forces of 80,000 deployed
on Operation Telic between January 2003 and December 2005 required mental health
treatment. The range of disorders is similar to the general community although
psychotic iliness, is uncommon.
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