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Major Richard Perkins, The Mill House, Lastingham, North Yorkslure
I‘hank you for your letter of 28" February about my constituent Rlchard Perkins.

In paragraph 2 on page 2 of your letter, you again repeat the critical argument which
has been repeatedly used against Major Perkins being entitled to compensation,
namely : “ records show that the 1959 letter to Major Perkins advising him that WPS
did not consider his disability to be attributable to service and also explained how he
could appeal against his decision. Major Perkins was always entitled to appeal that
decision, but chose not to do so until 1998. The Department cannot, therefore, be
responsible for the results of the 40 year delay. This is a cenrrai point in so far as the
level of compensation awarded” .

Major Perkins has always maintained that he received no letter pointing out that his
medical discharge was not due to service. He also claims that no-one at the MoD drew
attention to the effect of the decision and nor did they make any effort to explain to
him that he could appeal if he so wished. I would welcome sight of the records wlnch
support the MoD’s argument.

1 asked Major Perkins if he would confirm his recollection of events at the time,
bearing in mind his discharge was due to a “serious depressive episode”. Major
Perkins has sent me the attached document which, quite frankly, makes damming
reading of the effect which military service had on his life and the way he was treated
by the Army at the time.

As you will see, Major Perkins also confirms that nothing in the letter that he was sent
by the Military Secretary in the letter dated 2™ January 1959 states that his discharge
was not attributable. It is impossible for me to know whether the letter that Major
Perkins did receive is the same letter as the one that you refer to. If it is the same, |
hope that it is not the MoD’s case that because the letter does not say that his
discharge was due to military service he was*o have understood the implication of
there being no reference to the cause of his medical condition.






